
30 August 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMAND STANDARDS IMPROVEMENT EXECUTIVES
(CSIE)

Subj: IMPLEMENTATION MEMO 95–9 (30 AUG 95), CANCELLATION OF
OBSOLETE AND UNNECESSARY DATA ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

Encl: (1) List of UDI and Single Alpha type DIDs

The Military Specifications and Standards Process Action Team Report, “Blueprint for
Change” called for the cancellation of all obsolete and unnecessary data item descriptions
(DIDs).  Secretary Perry subsequently directed the Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Technology to develop a procedure for identifying and removing obsolete
requirements form the “Acquisition Management System and Data Requirements Control
List” (AMSDL).  It is felt that we can reduce the cost of our data acquisitions by improving
the tools we provide up-front to our requirements’ determination personnel.  Reducing this
shopping list of DIDs and updating those we need to retain should help minimize contract
data costs and offers a more sound basis fro requirements’ decisions.

To carry out this initiative, all UDI and single alpha type data item descriptions are being
canceled and will not be in the 1 October 1995 AMSDL.  You are requested to review the
enclosed list of UDI and single alpha type DIDs and prepare new DIDs for those you wish to
retain and submit them to OSD by 22 September 95.

The next step will be to review all DIDs that are Statement of Work (SOW) driven.  You
are requested to review the SOE driven DIDs for which you are the office of primary
responsibility and notify OSD prior to 31 October 1996 of the DIDs you are submitting for
cancellation.

The final step in carrying out this DID initiative will be the review of the source
document driven DIDs.  You should review your source document driven DIDs according to
your individual SYSCOM military specification and standard disposition schedule.  You are
requested to attempt to schedule the completion of source document dispositions and the
applicable DID(s) review prior to 31 October 1996.

If you have any questions concerning this effort, please contact Tom Ballantine,
602–0136.  The OSD point of contact for DIDs is Ms. Dorothy Wright, (703) 681–8476, DSN
761–8476.

Robert P. Petroka
Commander, U.S. Navy
Head, Department of the Navy



Standardization Office

cc: D.E. Porter


















